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Abstract of JP1 314385 

PURPOSE :To detect eyes, eyebrows and a mouth area irrespective of the direction of a face which is 
being reflected by detecting a non-skin color area surrounded by a skin color area as an area 
candidate corresponding to a feature of the face, at the time of detecting a feature of a face image. 
CONSTITUTION:The title device is provided with a face structure collating means 12 for collating a 
face candidate group which as combined as area stored in an eye candidate group storage means 1 1 
and an area stored in a mouth candidate group storage means 1 7, with a structure of a face stored in 
a face structure storage means 1 5. A candidate of a feature of a face is detected as an area which is 
not a skin color in a skin color area. That is, for instance, a mouth area being one example of a feature 
of a face is scarcely hidden by hair, etc., therefore, it is contained stably in a skin color area in a face 
image, and as for a lip, its color is varied frequently by rouge, etc., therefore, since it is difficult to 
specify a color of a lip, for instance, a candidate of a mouth is detected as an area being not a skin 
color which has been surrounded by a skin color area. In such a way, feature areas corresponding to 
eyebrows, a nose and a mouth can be set correctly. 
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